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tax software and take the certification test online, with immediate 
scoring and feedback.
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Introduction

This supplement contains changes to the October 2014 and January 
2015 revisions as well as revisions and additions to the:

• Training Guide (Publication 4491)

• Problems and Exercises (Publication 4491W)

• Site Coordinator’s Handbook (Publication 1084)

• Volunteer e-file Administration Guide (Publication 3189)

• Volunteer Resource Guide (Publication 4012)

• Privacy and Confidentiality – A Public Trust (Publication 4299)

• Site Coordinator Training PowerPoint (Publication 5088)

• VITA/TCE Affordable Care Act (Publication 5157)

• 2015 SPEC Partner Filing Season Readiness Training Guide 
(Publication 5159)

• Volunteer Assistor’s Test/Retest (Form 6744) 

• Link & Learn Taxes (L&LT)

• VITA/TCE Online Specialty Courses – Health Savings Accounts 
(HSA) (Publication 4942) and Cancellation of Debt (COD) (Publication 5182)

These changes impact all of the VITA/TCE courses. VITA/TCE tax preparers must review this supple-
ment before assisting taxpayers with tax law questions or preparing their returns. Quality reviewers must 
also review this document before performing quality reviews.

Changes from the February 2015 revision, including provisions extended under the Tax Increase 
Prevention Act of 2014, are on pages 2-14. Changes from January 2015 are on pages 14-23, followed by 
the changes listed in the 10/2014 version on pages 24-59.

Changes to the Training and Site Publications

Make the following 2/2015 revisions to the listed publications.

Publication 4012, VITA/TCE Volunteer Resource Guide

Page ACA-5 Replace the Coverage Exemptions chart with the following chart, which has these 
changes:
• A checkmark is added to the “Claimed on tax return” column on the line for the 
coverage exemption labeled “Income below the filing threshold.” If you are not required 
to file a tax return, your tax household is exempt from the shared responsibility 
payment and you do not need to file a tax return to claim the coverage exemption. 
However, if you choose to file anyway, you can claim this coverage exemption on Part 
II of Form 8965, Health Coverage Exemptions, Lines 7A or 7B.
• The checkmark is deleted from the “Granted by Marketplace” column on the line for 
the coverage exemption labeled “Resident of a state that did not expand Medicaid.” 
The coverage exemption described on this line can be claimed on your tax return 
(using Code “G” on Form 8965 in Part III), unless you have already received an ECN 
from the Marketplace because you were ineligible for Marketplace and Medicaid 
coverage.

The answers to the compre-
hensive problems and exer-
cises in Publication 4491W 
can be accessed under Other 
Technical Resources and 
Training Products on the 
Volunteer Training Resources 
page on www.irs.gov.

Blank forms are no longer 
printed in the training publica-
tions. Blank forms can be 
accessed at www.irs.gov/
Forms-&-Pubs. 

http://www.irs.gov/Forms-&-Pubs
http://www.irs.gov/Forms-&-Pubs
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ACA Tab, 
Marketplace 
Coverage 
Affordability 
Worksheet

Line 10 of the Marketplace Coverage Affordability Worksheet has been revised to read 
as follows: “Enter the monthly premium for the second lowest cost silver plan premium 
that covers everyone in your tax household for whom a personal exemption deduction 
is claimed, who is not eligible for minimum essential coverage (other than coverage in 
the individual market), and who does not qualify for another coverage exemption for 
the month. To find the second lowest cost silver plan go the Marketplace for your area.” 
A web lookup tool for the second lowest cost silver plan can be found at: healthcare.
gov/taxes/tools.

http://www.healthcare.gov/taxes/tools
http://www.healthcare.gov/taxes/tools
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Page ACA-8 Replace with the following chart, which adds a 138% column. Residents of states that 
did not expand Medicaid with household incomes below 138% of the federal poverty 
line are eligible to claim a coverage exemption on their tax return using Form 8965 
(Part III, Code “G”).
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Page ACA-10 Delete the 2014 National Average Bronze Plan Premium (NABPP) Table. This table 
is the maximum potential shared responsibility payment amount and is built into the 
calculations of Form 8965 (automated in TaxWise software).

ACA Tab Insert the following Dependents’ Combined MAGI chart.
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Page ACA-11 Replace this page with the Shared Policy Allocation Chart below. Note: Please follow 
the latest Volunteer Tax Alert guidance on returns involving Form 8962, Part IV: Shared 
Policy Allocations.
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Page ACA-12 Replace the chart on this page with the new Alternative Calculation for Year of 
Marriage chart below. Note: Please follow the latest Volunteer Tax Alert guidance on 
returns involving Form 8962, Part V: Alternative Calculation for Year of Marriage.

Page A-3 Delete #6 from Chart C.

Page D-20 Change explanation for Distribution Code 2 to: Code 2 applies if the taxpayer is under 
59½, but the payer knows that an exception to the additional tax applies. If the IRA/
SEP/SIMPLE box is NOT checked, no further action needed. If the IRA/SEP/SIMPLE 
box IS checked, additional reporting may be required on Form 8606, and the return is 
out of scope.

Page D-21 Change explanation for Distribution Code G to: Code G is for a direct rollover from a 
qualified plan to an eligible retirement plan. If box 2, taxable amount, is zero or blank, 
it will not be taxed. If there is an amount in box 2, the direct rollover is fully or partially 
taxable. No further action is needed. 
Change explanation for Distribution Code J to: This code is out of scope.
Change explanation for Distribution Code T to: This code is out of scope. 
(Nonqualified Distributions from Roth IRAs are out of scope for VITA/TCE, because it 
requires the completion of Form 8606. Therefore, Distribution Codes J and T are out of 
scope.)

Back Cover Make the following entry for the VITA/TCE Hotline hours of operation:
January 20 – April 15, Monday – Friday, 7:00 AM – 7:00 PM (local time)
No service available on Saturdays
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Replace Publication 4012, page 16 with this page: 

Publication 4012, VITA/TCE Volunteer Resource Guide 
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Replace Publication 4012, page ACA-4 with the information below:
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Add to Publication 4012, ACA tab:
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Publication 4012, VITA/TCE Volunteer Resource Guide (continued)

Page ACA-7 Replace the note at the bottom of the page with the following: 
In this chart, unearned income includes taxable interest, ordinary 
dividends, and capital gain distributions. It also includes unemploy-
ment compensation, taxable social security benefits, pensions, 
annuities, and distributions of unearned income from a trust. 
Earned income includes salaries, wages, tips, professional fees, 
and taxable scholarship and fellowship grants. Gross income is the 
total of unearned and earned income.   

Page ACA-9 Add the following footnote for line 13 of the Shared Responsibility 
Payment Worksheet: 
**$204 is the 2014 national average premium for a bronze level 
health plan available through the Marketplace for one individual and 
should not be changed.   

Page A-3 Chart D: Delete item 5. The Health Coverage Tax Credit expired 
December 31, 2013. Replace with: “You qualify for the premium tax 
credit.”

Page D-15 Fourth arrow: This note is no longer correct. Change note to: TWO 
2014 accepts (requires) codes A, B, C, D, E, and F.

Page D-17 4th bullet under number 1, change short term to long term.
Page E-1 Line 15: Change first sentence to read: “If all distributions were 

used for Qualified Medical Expenses paid using your HSA distribu-
tions, enter the same amounts as line 14a.”

Page E-3 Insert the following chart: 

Page F-3 Change Step 4 to read: 
Were the following taxes you paid imposed on you: state, local or 
foreign income taxes, real or personal property taxes, state or local 
general sales tax?
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Page F-4 Insert the following step after step 9:
Did you pay premiums in 2014 for qualified mortgage insurance for 
a home acquisition debt that was issued after 2006? 
If YES, you can take a deduction for qualified mortgage insurance 
as home mortgage interest with AGI limitations.
If NO, you cannot take a deduction for qualified mortgage insurance 
as home mortgage interest. Go to the next step.  

Page P-1 Remove extension 245 from the IPSU telephone number. There is 
no replacement extension.

Tab J Insert the following chart:
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Tab D Insert the following screening sheet:



Publication 4491X  •  2014 Supplement  •  21



Publication 4491X  •  2014 Supplement  •  22

Tab G Insert the following chart:
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